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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce capacitive 
coupling between access lines by sealing a bit line by 
a runner of a fixed voltage and connecting the runner 
to a ground voltage or a power supply voltage through 
mutual connection between levels. 
SOLUTION: A shield runner is applied between bit 
lines which are most susceptible to capacitive 
coupling and the shield runner is maintained at a fixed 
potential (such as VDD or VSS). An applied bit line 
shield 51 functions as a shield between a second read 
bit line 22 and a first write bit line 18, and another bit 
line shield 53 functions as a shield between a first 
read bit line 19 and a second write bit line 21. 
Therefore, no extra treatment step is required for 
forming the shield runners 51, 53. The shield runners 
51, 53 can be interconnected between VDD or VSS 
levels by a contact pad 55. 
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